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OP LL OLLI 
“« Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.”— Othello. 


No. 5850. Monday, Sept. 21, 1840. Price 1d. 
____ The Play’s the thing,”"—Ask for Thomas's Observer, 

COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 
‘ On Saturday night the speculation so long kept up as to the ree 
sult of the new production of Sheridan Knowles, The Bride of 
Messina, was ended by a most brilliant and gratifying representa~ 
{ 











tion of the above piece, amid the plaudits of a very crowded and 
elegant auditory. The Play, which is however more properly 
to speak, a Tragedy, is founded on the horrible Sicilian Vespers. 
Although notbiog can be clearer than the plot, to attempt to em- 
body the whole of the incidents in our confined space would be 
an impossibility. We will give the follewing details of the story : 
; Jobn di Procida (Moore,) a proscribed and patriotic Sicilian, 
i secretly returos to Messina, in company with a devoted friend, Au- 
drea, (Hemmiog,) both being disguised as priests. The object 
of John’s return is to excite a revolt sgaiost the French, whose op- 
pression and envormities are dreadful. Arrived pear the island, 
F Andrea ioforms his companion that a sop, whom the latter had 
imagined to perish in the sacking of a castle, was alive—that he had 
been brought up by the Governor of the island—arrived at man- 
hood—was on the point of being wedded to Isoline, the French 
governor's only child. Di Procida, at first enraptured by the dis- 
covery of his son’s existence, is disheartened at finding him about 
to be allied to one of French birth. Determined to stop the nuptial 
ceremony, he rushes to Messina, and arrives at the very moment 
his son is about to lead his affianced to the alter, not however be- 
fore the happiness of the bridal party has been already damped by 
the slaying of a poor Sicilian fencing master, who in revenge for 
the violation and murder of his daugbter by a French Count, had 
killed the ravisher, and is murdered himself by the French solciery 
across the path the bridal procession must tread to reach the church. 
| Di Procida demands an interview with bis son, Fernando, ( An- 
( derson,) who quits Isoline, (Ellen Tree,) and repairs to an ap- 


a. 


pointed spot amid the mountsins. Here the father discovers bis 
relationship to the young Cavalier, and works so upon bis feelings 
thatthe latter promises to devote bimselfto the redress of bis country, 
After this interview, Fernando hastens to take a farewell of bis in- 
tended, who rather than part with ber lover, consents to an imme- 
diate marriage. At the bridal ball another interview takes place 
between the proscribed Di Procida and his son, the latter leaves 
the castle to accompany his parent who informs him that the father 
ef the bride had murdered bis (Di Procida’s) wife. A discovery is 
made that Di Procida is on the island. The French draw their ra- 
piers, and rush forth to massacre the proscribed, when Isoline enters 
aod saves him from the blades of the French. Procida touched with 
gratitude, blesses the nuptials of his son, and conjures Iscline to ae- 
eompapy him to sea—the revolt already ripe against the Freoch 
being dangerous to her presence on the island. She will not leave 
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without sceing ber father. On encounteriog the latter, who has 
just received intelligence of the intended butchery at vesper time, 
phrenzy prevents the governor from recognizivg bis child, he turos 
from her, and she swoons, She bscomes conscious agxin but to 
behold her lover’s corse, Fernando baving been slain as a trsitor, 
by Guiscardo, (Cooper,) her owndenth results, and the piece ter- 
minates with the misery of Di Procida, who frees his couotry at 
the expense of his own happicess. We shell speak of the acting 
to-morrow, os well as the composition of the Play, The priacipal 
performers had to appear before the curtsio, but an apology was 
made for the non-nppearance of the author, he havicg left towa the 
preceding eveving. 
Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 


Dear Ma. Evitoa.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you 
excuse me~I have to mention that I've arranged so age to rub shoulders with 
my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges 
about town :— 
Monday, stroll’d to Madame Tussauo’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker-st., Portmau Sq.—Just added to thei unrivalled collection, the 
full length figure of the lunatic Oxtord ; also splendid figures of Her Majesty f 
the Queen, Prince Albert in his military costume, the group of John Knox, re- | 
proving Mary Queen of Scots, consisting of Mary, Elizabeth, Henry VIII, { 
Luther, Calvin, and Knox, in magnificent costumes. 
Tuesday, pop into the Gallery of the society of British Artists, Suffolk Street, 
Pali Mall, East, to view Mr. G. Peck’s Novel and Magnificent Model of Hobart | 


_ ——— | 





Town, the Capital of Van Dieman’s Land. It is constructed upon a scale of 20 
feet to an inch, end includes every building in this romantic and interesting towa. 
Also in this Exhibition will be seen ‘'woMovingPanoramas, consisting of Sydney 
the capital of New South Wales, and Scenery in the Environs of Hobart Town. 

Wednesday, pay a visit to the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to 
Somerset House, to see a most wonderful exhibition, The Industriou: Fleas. j 
They dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first 
rate style, exciting the admiration of all present. Afterwards visited the Royal 
Glass Working Exhibition, paid only sixpence, and received an article in return, 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Gaiden,—quite delighted with the excellence ae 
of the singing, commences every evening at ten o’clock, When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always 
to be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner he'd here. 3 

Must call upon Messrs. Cocxs & Co. Music Sellers to the Queen, No. 20, : 
Princes Street, Hanover Square, to procure Hamilton’s Pianoforte Tutor, 
which is the cheapest best book for children from four years of age, aud up- 
wards, with 31 airs, &c, fingered by Czerny, only paid 4s. for both, and Hamil- 
ton’s Dictionary of 2000 musical terms, Italian, German, and French, with their 


significations in English, 11th edition, cost but 1s.—Recommended by all the g 
first-rate professors and teachers of music, 
‘** All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 4 


Fleet Street—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices— 1 
delightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarier to nine,) cigars, 
billiards; good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 

Thursday, drop into The Florentine Anatomical Museum, Margaret Street, Re- 
gent Street, to admire the splendic Anatomical Figures of Venus and Adonis, 
modelled from nature, and as large as life. 

Afterwards called at Emmeit’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen 
Maker, by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute— : 
also his improved Needle Threader, to enab e Ladies, whose sight is impaired 
to thread their needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

There is scarcely an inhabitant of this metropolis who has not heard of 
* Grimstone’s Eye Snuff,” and therefore as far as attempting to add to its ee 
pulariiy, it would only be like « gilding refined gold,” but I must mention, that 





since 1 have called at 39, Broad Street, Bloomsbury, and purchased a Is. 3d. and 

20, 4d. canister of this herbacious and truly delightful Snuff, it has cured my f 

dimness of sight and head-ache, although all the faculty had failed to effect acure. / 
On Saturday, I examine Miss Linwood’s curious ‘Needle Work, Leicester 


Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But I intrude—beg ; 
pardon—Your’s, &.—PAUL PRY, 
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This Evening. (2ndTime) aNewPlay,(inFiveActs) byS. KNOWLES, called The 


Bride of Messina. 


With New Scene y, Dresses, and Decorations. 
The Scenery by the Messrs: GRIEV E. 
The Decorations, by Mr W. BRADWcLL. The Costume: byMr HEAD, &e 
The Act Music entirely new, com ‘os+d byMessrs.R. HUGHES & J.H.TULLY. 


SICILIANS. 

John di Procida...........«.2ee0+eeMr MOORE, 
Fernando, Mr ANDERSON, 
Guiscardo, MrCOOPER, Andrea, Mr HEMMING, 
AngeloMartini,MrW.H.PAYNE, Carlo,MrBINGE, 
Stefeno, MrC.J.SMITH, Syndic, Mr 8. SMITH, 
Tommaso, MrCOLLET, Francesco, MrMORELLY, 
FRENCH. 

Governor of Messina ......... .o.- Mr DIDDEAR, 
Louis, Mr J.VINING, Martel, Mr BRINDAL, 
Ambrose, Mr J. BLAND, Le Clerc, MrWIGAN, 
Francois, MrHONNER, Pierre, MrCONNELL, 
Isoline, (Daughter of the Governor) Miss E. TREE, 
Margueritte, Miss FITZJAMES, 

To conciude with, (49thtime,) an Original Grand Comic, Rom:ntic, Operatip 


Melo-dramatic, Fairy Extravaganza in 3 parts, entitled The 


SLEEPING BEAUTY 


Part First. —Period, 1583. 
THE BOUDOIK OF THE FAIRY BANEFUL, 
The Fairy Banefol, Mrs TAYLEURE, 
Newspaper Imp...(not ‘‘ Printer’s Devil, )....Master FLIGHT, 
| BANQUET HALL, 
Thomes, surnamed “ Noddy,” ( King of Noland) Mr J. BLAND; 
Queen Serena, (his Consort) Mrs EMDEN, 

Nurse, .M:s SMITH, Gentleman Usher, .MrRIDGWAY, 
BaronFactotum,( Grand- Lord- High- Everything )MrHARLEY, 
FARIES INVITED TO THE BANQUET. 
TheFairyAnticota, MissLEE. TheFairyElegantioa,MissKMENDALL 


Part Second.— Period, 1601. 
VESTIBULE IN THE ROYAL CASTLE. 


TheLady Aurore A bigail( lsfof the Bedchamber) MissRAINFORTH 
APARTMENT OF THE PRINCESS. 
ThePrincess Is-a-belle,(aged 18, all butan hour )Mad.VESTRIS, 
Lobby & Lumber Room at the Top of theCastle. 
THE STATE BED CHAMBER, 


Sylphides — by Miss Fairbrother, Miss Ryals. Mrs W. H. Payne, and MissMiller. 
Part Third.—Peried, 1701. 


LorryO'Cl 7“ + hale Ml R eS FioucHam 

arryO’Clog, f 4 

Gite Clee, ) Wood Cullers ( MrKERRIDGE, 
Prince Perfect, Mr J. VINING, 

Castle Gates. Moat &Drawbridge: PalaceYard 
‘THE STATE BED CHAMBER, (exactly as before) 
Person-ages ‘“ Io Siatu Quo”’——Thovgb a Century Older. 
Illuminated Palace and Gardens. 
TheCachoucha Pas deCaractere, byMtGILBERT &MissBALLIN 
Departare of the Seveo Fairies in a Patent *‘ SAFETY FLY,’ 











Theatre Royal, Hay-market. 








This Evening, the Play of 


RICHELIEU 


Louis XIII, Mr WEBSTER, 


ee TCE ee ee ee Te Mr GOUGH, 
Cardinal Richelieu, Mr MACREADY, 
Count de Baradas........ Bi lanes ath Mr PHELPS, 


The Chevalier de Mauprat, Mr J. WEBSTER, 
Count de Clermont, Mr WORRELL, 
The Sieur de Beringhen .......... Mr W. LACY, 
Father Joseph, Mr STRICKLAND, 
Huguet..MrO. SMITH,  Francois..Mr HOWE, 
Page to Baradas, Miss GROVE, 
Secretaries of State. .Mess.Caulfield,Clark,& Watson 
Governor of the Bastile..Mr WALDRON, 
Gaoler..Mr Holland, Turnkey. .Mr Santer, | 
Captain of the King’s Archer Guard..MrGreen, | 
Gamester..Mr Bishop. | 


Julie de Mortemar............ Miss H. FAUCIT, 
Marion de Lorme, Miss CHARLES. | 








E 
After which, Mr. Poole’s Comedy of 
3 
PAUL PRY. 
Colomel Hardy ..6.0666666045 Mr STRICKLAND, 
Frank Hardy, Mr HOWE, 
Witherton,MrWALDRON, Somers,MrWOKRELL, 
Grasp, Mr GOUGH, 
Paul Pry..... ret Seer Te Mr DAVID REES, 
Stanly, Mr T. F. MATHEWS, 
Harry Stanly :.......... Mr WALTER LACY, ( 
Deubledot, Mr BISHOP, 
Simon, Mr CLARK, Servant, Mr GREEN, 
Mrs Subtle, MrsGLOVER, | 
Eliza Hardy.......... ....... Miss CHARLES, | 
Marian, Miss GROVE, 
eI eR Cr Miss P. HORTON, 


In which she will sing, 


‘* The Lover’s Mistake,” and ‘ Cherry Ripe.” 





To morrow, The Road to Ruin, The Brigand, and Fish Out of Water. | 





—_——_————— 
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